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Eric McGhee is a senior fellow at PPIC, where he focuses 
on elections, legislative behavior, political reform, and 
surveys and polling. His research on elections and 
electoral reform has appeared in numerous academic 
journals, and his work has been profiled on National Public 
Radio, the Washington Post, the New York Times, and The 
Economist. He is the creator of the “efficiency gap”—a widely 

used measure of gerrymandering—and coauthor of a legal test based on the measure that has 
been presented before the US Supreme Court in recent high-profile litigation. He is an 
occasional contributor to the Washington Post’s Monkey Cage blog on politics. Before joining 
PPIC, he was assistant professor of political science at the University of Oregon and served as a 
congressional fellow through the American Political Science Association. He holds a PhD in 
political science from the University of California, Berkeley. 
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